
CURRENT Referendum Q and A   
(April 30, 2014)   

 

 

The following questions were recently asked by the public, or put forth as a result of inaccurate 

information reported to the public by sources not associated with the school district. 
 

 What is the approximate capacity of Dover-Eyota’s current K-12 school facilities? 

Capacities are 550 at the elementary and 650 at the high school = 1200 students  

 What are the 2013-14 enrollment numbers in each facility? 

Elementary - 535 

High School/Middle School - 572 

Does this bond issue increase the capacity amounts for students listed in #1? 

No additional capacity for students is included in this project.  It is entirely for the improved efficiency, 

effectiveness, equity and safety of our facilities. 

How long have the current open enrollment caps been in place, and are there any plans to 

increase those grade level caps if this project is approved? 

The enrollment caps were originally placed in board policy in 2006.  They were adjusted slightly in the 

first few years, and have been constant since 2010.  There are no intentions to increase those caps if 

this plan is approved. 

What have the K-5 enrollment numbers been in our district since 2008? 

� 2008-09 544 

� 2009-10 537 

� 2010-11 533 

� 2011-12 536 

� 2012-13 532 

� 2013-14 535 
 

How many of our resident pre-school eligible children attend our pre-school program? 

          The vast majority of our pre-school age children, an average of about 60 per year, attend our programs. 

Is the state alternative adjustment in funding for open enrollment going away? 

There is no change in the net funding by the state to schools for open enrolled students.  Only the 

structure of the payment will change.  As before, all students, whether resident or open enrolled, will 

continue to be funded equally with virtually equivalent state dollars and effect on taxpayers.  

What are the school tax levels of schools around Rochester? 

School tax levels of all schools in the “Rochester ring” are higher than those in the Rochester district 

due to the difference in tax base.  Our total school taxes are comparable to these other schools, several 

of whom are also running bond issue referendums this spring for much greater amounts than ours. 

What is the current condition of the Dover building roof? 

    The Dover building roof required significant repairs in the summer of 2012, and will require full  

      replacement within 5 years. 
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What are the greatest educational and code issues with the Dover building? 

� The facility is not fully handicapped accessible.   

� The classrooms are nearly 50% smaller than current state guidelines.   

� The facility is not equipped with a fire sprinkler system.   

� The facility is incapable of meeting air circulation guidelines.   

� The heating system creates periods of loud clanging sounds. 

What is the estimated cost to upgrade the Dover building for use beyond 10 years? 

The figure of $2,474,398 was reported to the Board of Education by its architectural firm at the 

September 2013 meeting.   

How much was spent on the controlled access door system in Dover? 

The total cost of the controlled access system installed this fall in the Dover facility was $6,943.  While 

knowing of the upcoming referendum, the Board of Education did not feel it was appropriate to 

exclude staff and students in the Dover facility from the same level of security provided in the other 

buildings.  The system will provide increased student safety for two years, and most of the components 

can be relocated to another location in the district. 

Are any of the funds in this project being spent on the Dover building? 

          All the revenue from question 1 of this referendum will be spent on the elementary school addition,  

          and all the revenue from question 2 will be spent on the new track and FB/Soccer field. 

What if construction costs for either project exceed the estimates and bond issue amounts? 

         Allowances have been made for both inflation and contingency occurrences.  If there are still shortages,  

         other value adjustments would be made to stay within the budget. 

Will a new floor be installed in the elementary gym? 

          A new wood gym floor would not be installed unless excess dollars become available in the project. 

Why was the track sharing arrangement with St. Charles discontinued? 

         Both schools agreed the paired arrangement was no longer in the best interest of students due to state  

           competition level requirements and inter-travel time.  Both schools see increased track participation this  

           year over last year, with a very significant increase - from 39 to 63 - in Dover-Eyota.   
 

What happens to the new crow’s nest if the new activity field is approved? 

The new crow’s nest will continue to serve the same purpose as when built in 2009. 
 

Is the district intending to add day care to its offerings under this proposal? 

There are no school daycare services planned under this proposal, nor has there ever been any 

discussion of expansion to provide such services.   
 

How much of the new elementary parking lot will be torn up with this project? 

The architect reports that 8% of the new lot will be torn up for the new addition. 
 

What are the correct voting hours on May 7? 

Voting hours at both locations are from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm. 

 

The Board of Education wishes to thank all those who actively pursue and 

convey accurate information regarding the upcoming bond issue referendum. 


